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DETAILED ACTION 
Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 
04/02/08, has been entered. 

Response to the arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments response filed, on 04/02/08, with respect to the 
rejection(s) of claim(s) 1 through 40 under U.S.C. 103(a), have been fully considered. 
Specifically, arguments with regard to claims 9-14 and 23-18 are found persuasive and 
claims are allowed as indicated in the below office action. However, applicant's remarks 
regarding claims 1-8, 15-22 and 19-40 are not persuasive for the reasons discussed 
below: 

Applicant alleged that the combination of the reference cited fails to show or 
suggest, "a signal control device adapted to generate a notify signal in response to said 
image data being stored in said memory, and a switch control device adapted to receive 
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a signal to display, as recited by claim 1. " as currently amended in claims 1, 15, 29 and 
33, respectively. In response, the Examiner respectfully disagrees because the test for 
obviousness is not whether the features of a secondary reference may be bodily 
incorporated into the structure of the primary reference; nor is it that the claimed 
invention must be expressly suggested in any one or all of the references. Rather, the 
test is what the combined teachings of the references would have suggested to those of 
ordinary skill in the art. See In re Keller, 642 F.2d 413, 208 USPQ 871 (CCPA 1981). In 
this case, the Examiner asserts that the combination of cited references when 
considered as a whole clearly teaches that " a signal control device adapted to generate 
a notify signal in response to said image data being stored in the memory " as currently 
amended in claims indicted above, are well-known in the art at the time of the invention 
was made. In particular, Barker 765' clearly suggested the advantage of combining the 
system interface 44 receives and exchanges data and commands from computer 14, in 
which computer function as a signal control device including generating and updating 
data when data is stored the memory by providing a commands signal [i.e. a notifying 
signal] to a user a memory (i.e., see Figs. 2 and 1 1 , and col. 3, lines 24-37; further, with 
regard to a switch control device adapted to display document, the secondary 
reference clearly shows or teaches that switching circuit 106 by a tuner 96 (column 5, 
lines 34). According to Sasabe at column 5 lines 31-50, a reproduction of a television 
signal and an image feedback signal are displayed concurrently. Sasabe '719' clearly 
teaches that the two signals are displayed concurrently, not that the next document is 
scanned substantially concurrently with a displaying of the first document, (column 5 
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lines 34-45). In claim 1 In view of the above, having the system of Baker 765' and then 
given the well- established teaching of Sasabe 719, the Examiner asserts that it would 
have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention was 
made to combine the imaging apparatus and image display systems of the cited 
references for the purpose of reducing a time the might be wasted on step of separate 
processing of scanning and displaying of the image, as suggested by Sasabe 719' 

Therefore, the present claimed invention is known to ordinary skilled in the art at 
the time of the invention was made, thus, the rejections are maintained as fallows: 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 1-8, 15-22, 29-40 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Baker et al. (USP 6,646,765), in view of Sasabe et al. (USP 
3,928,719). 

Regarding independent claim 1, Barker et al. discloses an image apparatus (as 
shown in fig 1) comprising: a scanner (scanning device 12 of fig 1) adapted to scan a 
first a document, see (col. 3, lines 47-49); a memory (memory 40 of fig 2) adapted to 
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store image data corresponding to said first document (document scanned by scanner 
12 of fig 1); 

a signal control device (control circuit 34 of fig 2, coupled to memory 40, and 
computer 14 [CPU 46] of fig 2, via interface 44 of fig 2, in order to control a memory, 
col. 4, lines 24-38) adapted to generate a notify signal in response to said image data 
being stored in said memory (computer 14, having a function of notifying user if the 
document stored in memory 40 of fig 1) through said scanner (scanning device 12 of fig 
1)- 

Barker et al. dose not expressly teach a switch control device adapted to receive 
a signal to display said document on display device, and further adapted so that said 
scanner has the capability to scan next document substantially concurrently with a 
displaying of the first document, wherein the next document is no displayed unless the 
switch device receives a second signal. 

However, Sasabe et al. in the same area of document scanning and display 
method teaches a switch control device, (switch circuit 106 of fig 8) adapted to receive a 
signal to display said document on display device, (display 81 of fig 8) and further 
adapted so that said scanner (camera or video recording 97/107 of fig 8) has the 
capability to scan next document (film 85 of fig 8) substantially concurrently with a 
displaying of the first document, wherein the next document is no displayed unless the 
switch device receives a second signal, (an image film 85 obtained through a scanning 
of the film 85, may be displayed on display 81 of fig 8, concurrently, as discussed in 
col. 5, lines 34-50). Therefore, It would have been obvious to a person with ordinary skill 
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in the art at the time the invention was made to have modified imaging device of Barker 
et al. by the teaching of Sasabe (71 9) for the purpose of obtaining a perfect final image, 
by having the ability to perform a visual inspection of the document for all image of 
different color or resolution to be exactly superimpose according to user's preference, 
and also it would have help a user to reduce a time the might be wasted on step of 
separate processing of scanning and displaying of the image. 

Regarding to claim 2, Barker et al. discloses the apparatus (fig 1), further comprising 
a transmission device (scanner device 12 is a sheet-feed scanner) adapted to transmit 
said first document to be scanned, see (col. 3, line 47-49). 

Regarding to claim 3, Barker et al. discloses the apparatus (fig 1), wherein said 
transmission comprise a document handling device (sheet-feed device of scanner 12 of 
fig 1) selected from the group consisting of positive photograph holder, negative 
photograph holder, and ADF (automatic document feeder), see (col. 3, line 47-49). 

Regarding to claim 4, Barker et al. discloses the apparatus (fig 1), wherein said 
memory comprises a buffer (memory is selected by CPU 46 of fig 2) from the group 
consisting of ring buffer and ping-pong buffer, (memory 40 and 48, which is equivalent 
to applicants, discloses structure as depicted at applicant's fig 2). 
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Regarding to claim 5, Barker et al. discloses the apparatus (fig 1), wherein said a 
buffer comprises two or more memory buffer blocks, (memory 40 and 48, which is 
equivalent to applicant's discloses structure as depicted at applicant's fig 2). 

Regarding to claim 6, Barker et al. discloses the apparatus (fig 1), further 
comprising a display switch adapted to receive said a notify signal and said notify 
further adapted so that said display device (read out display is provided on interface 
panel 26 to allow certain textual messages to be displayed for the user, see (col. 3, lines 
57-58). 

Regarding to claim 7, Barker et al. discloses the apparatus (fig 1), wherein said 
notify signal and said scanning signal indicate an availability of said first document and 
said next document for display, (read out display is provided on interface panel 26 to 
allow certain textual messages to be displayed for the user, see (col. 3, lines 57-58). 

Regarding to claim 8, Barker et al. discloses the apparatus (fig 1), wherein said, 
scanning signal indicates when the scanning of said next document has finished, (read 
out display is provided on interface panel 26 to allow certain textual messages to be 
displayed for the user, such as through LCD 30 of fig 1 , monitor 20 of fig 1 , see (col. 3, 
lines 57-58). 

Regarding to claim 15, Barker et al. discloses a scanning method (fig 1), 
comprising: scanning a first document (scanning device 12, scan document 24 of fig 1) 
and storing said document into memory is playing a notify signal when the scanning of 
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said next document is finished, (memory device 40 of fig 2); receiving a starting signal, 
(control circuit 34 of fig 1 , controls a read out display 30 of fig 1 , col.4, lines 5-1 5) 
displaying said first document (20 of fig 1). 

Barker et al. dose not expressly teach and scanning a next document 
substantially concurrently with the displaying of said first document scanning a next 
document substantially concurrently with the displaying of said first document, wherein 
said next document is not displayed while it is being scanned; and displaying a 
notification of availability when said next document is available to be displayed. 

However, Sasabe et al. in the same area of document scanning and display 
method teaches scanning a next document substantially concurrently with the 
displaying of said first document, wherein said next document is not displayed while it is 
being scanned; and displaying a notification of availability when said next document is 
available to be displayed, (an image film 85 obtained through a scanning of the film 85, 
may be displayed on display 81 of fig 8, concurrently, as discussed in col. 5, lines 34- 
50). 

Therefore, It would have been obvious to a person with ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to have modified imaging device of Barker et al. by the 
teaching of Sasabe (71 9) for the purpose of obtaining a perfect final image, by having 
the ability to perform a visual inspection of the document for all image of different color 
or resolution to be exactly superimpose according to user's preference, and also it 
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would have help a user to reduce a time the might be wasted on step of separate 
processing of scanning and displaying of the image. 

Regarding to claim 16, Barker et al. discloses the method (fig 1), further 
comprising a transmission device (scanner device 12 is a sheet-feed scanner) 
transmitting said document said scanner, see (col. 3, line 47-49). 16. 

Regarding to claim 17, Barker et al. discloses the method (fig 1), wherein said 
transmission device (sheet-feed device of scanner 12 of fig 1) is selected from the 
group consisting of positive photograph holder, negative photograph holder, and an 
ADF (automatic document feeder), see (col. 3, line 47-49). 

Regarding to claim 18, Barker et al. discloses the method (fig 1), wherein said 
memory comprise buffer selected (memory is selected by CPU 46 of fig 2) from the 
group consisting of essentially ring buffer and ping-pong buffer, (memory 40 and 48, 
which is equivalent to applicant's disclosure structure as depicted at applicant's fig 2). 

Regarding to claim 19, Barker et al. discloses the method (fig 1), wherein said 
memory comprises two memory buffer blocks (memory 40 and 48, which is equivalent 
to applicant's discloses structure as depicted at applicant's fig 2). 
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Regarding to claim 20, Barker et al. discloses the method (fig 1), further 
comprising a displaying a notify signal wherein displaying the notify signal includes 
receiving a notify signal ay a display switch (read out display is provided on interface 
panel 26 to allow certain textual messages to be displayed for the user, see (col. 3, lines 
57-58). 

Regarding to claim 21, Barker et al. discloses the method (fig 1), wherein said 
notify signal comprises an image selected from the group consisting essentially of an 
arrow image, twinkling image and unlike color image, (read out display is provided on 
interface panel 26 to allow certain textual messages to be displayed for the user, see 
(col .3, lines 57-58). 

Regarding to claim 22, Barker et al. discloses the method (fig 1), wherein 
displaying first document includes displaying said first document on a display device 
wherein said display device comprise a peripheral is selected from the group consisting 
essentially of television, monitor, liquid crystal display and projector, (read out display is 
provided on interface panel 26 to allow certain textual messages to be displayed for the 
user, through LCD 30 of fig 1, monitor 20 of fig 1, see (col. 3, lines 57-58). 

Regarding to claim 29, Barker et al. discloses the apparatus (fig 1), apparatus, 
comprising: a scanner (scanner 22 of fig 1 ) capable of scanning a first document and a 
second document (plurality of document 24 of fig 1, are to be scanned); 
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Barker et al. dose not expressly teach switch operable so that a display of the 
first document occurs concurrently with the scanning of said second document. 
Displaying said first document, and a display screen configured to display a scanning 
status of said second document while displaying said first document, wherein said 
scanning status indicates an availability of said second document for display on said 
display screen. 

However, Sasabe et al. in the same area of document scanning and display 
method teaches switch operable so that a display of the first document occurs 
concurrently with the scanning of said second document, (an image film 85 obtained 
through a scanning of the film 85, may be displayed on display 81 of fig 8), displaying 
said first document, and a display screen configured to display a scanning status of said 
second document while displaying said first document, wherein said scanning status 
indicates an availability of said second document for display on said display screen, (an 
image film 85 obtained through a scanning of the film 85, may be displayed on display 
81 of fig 8, concurrently, as discussed in col. 5, lines 34-50). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person with ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to have modified the imaging apparatus of Barker et al. 
to include: a switch control device adapted to receive a signal to display said document 
on display device, and further adapted so that said scanner has the capability to scan 
next document substantially concurrently with a displaying of the first document. 
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It would have been obvious to a person with ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to have modified imaging device of Barker et al. by the teaching 
of Sasabe (71 9) for the purpose of obtaining a perfect final image, by having the ability 
to perform a visual inspection of the document for all image of different color or 
resolution to be exactly superimpose according to user's preference, and also it would 
have help a user to reduce a time the might be wasted on step of separate processing 
of scanning and displaying of the image. 

Regarding to claim 30, Barker et al. discloses the apparatus (fig 1), further 
comprising a memory (memory for storing 40 of fig 2) capable of storing image data 
corresponding to the first document (document feed from the feeder 22 of fig 1 ). 

Regarding to claim 31, Barker et al. discloses the apparatus (fig 1), further 
comprising a signal control device (34 of fig 2) capable of generating a notify signal 
(control 34 of fig 2, is coupled to in put keys and display of interface panel 26 of fig 2 for 
receiving user generated commands and for displaying a message to user, col.4, lines 
10-15). 

Regarding to claim 32, Barker et al. discloses the apparatus (fig 1), wherein the 
switch is further capable of receiving a start signal from a user, (control 34 of fig 2, is 
coupled to in put keys and display of interface panel 26 of fig 2 for receiving user 
generated commands and for displaying a message to user) the switch operable so that 
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the display of the first document occurs at least in part in response to receiving the start 
signal from the use, (col.4, lines 10-15). 

Regarding to claim 33, Barker et al. discloses a scanning method (fig 1), 
comprising: scanning a first document (scanning device 12, scan document 24 of fig 1) 
and storing said document into memory (memory device 40 of fig 2); 

receiving a starting signal, (control circuit 34 of fig 1, controls a read out display 
30 of fig 1 , col.4, lines 5-1 5) displaying said first document (20 of fig 1 ); 

Barker et al. dose not expressly teach and scanning a next document 
substantially concurrently with the displaying of said first document. 

However, Sasabe et al. in the same area of document scanning and display 
method teaches scanning a next document substantially concurrently with the 
displaying of said first document, first document, wherein said next document is capable 
of being scanned without being displayed, (an image film 85 obtained through a 
scanning of the film 85, may be displayed on display 81 of fig 8, concurrently, as 
discussed in col. 5, lines 34-50). 

Therefore, It would have been obvious to a person with ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to have modified imaging device of Barker et al. by the 
teaching of Sasabe (71 9) for the purpose of obtaining a perfect final image, by having 
the ability to perform a visual inspection of the document for all image of different color 
or resolution to be exactly superimpose according to user's preference, and also it 
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would have help a user to reduce a time the might be wasted on step of separate 
processing of scanning and displaying of the image. 

Regarding to claim 34, Barker et al. discloses the article (fig 1), further comprising 
transmitting said first document to said scanner (automatic document feeder), see 
(col .3, line 47-49). 

Regarding to claim 35, Barker et al. discloses the article (fig 1), wherein said 
memory comprises two or more memory buffer blocks (memory 40 and 48, which is 
equivalent to applicant's discloses structure as depicted at applicant's fig 2). 

Regarding to claim 36, Barker et al. discloses the article (fig 1), further 
comprising displaying a notify signal, displaying a notification of availability for display of 
either of said first document or said next document, (control circuit 34 of fig 1 , controls a 
read out on to display 20 of fig 1, col.4, lines 3-15). 

Regarding to claim 37, Barker et al. discloses the article (fig 1), further 
comprising displaying a scanning condition of said next document together with said 
first document, (control circuit 34 of fig 1 , controls a read out on to display 20 of fig 1 , 
col.4, lines 3-15). 
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Regarding to claim 38, Barker et al. discloses the article (fig 1), wherein the 
signal control device is further adapted to generate a scanning signal corresponding to 
a scanning status of said next document being scanned, said scanning signal capable 
of being displayed on said display device together with said first document, (control 
circuit 34 of fig 1, controls a read out on to display 20 of fig 1, col.4, lines 3-15). 

Regarding to claim 39, Barker et al. discloses the article (fig 1), the image 
scanning system, wherein said display switch is further adapted to receive and display 
said scanning signal on said display device, (control circuit 34 of fig 1, controls a read 
out on to display 20 of fig 1 , col.4, lines 3-1 5). 

Regarding to claim 40, Barker et al. discloses the article (fig 1), further, 
comprising displaying a next image signal on said display device to notify said user of 
an availability of said second document the display on said display device, (control 
circuit 34 of fig 1, controls a read out on to display 20 of fig 1, col.4, lines 3-15). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

5. Claims 9-14, 23-28 are allowed. 

Claims 9-14 are Allowed are allowed for the reason the prior art searched and of 
record neither anticipates nor suggests an image scanning system, comprising: 
a scanner adapted to scan a first document; a transmission device adapted to transmit 
said first document to.scanned said a memory adapted to store image data 
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corresponding to said first document; a signal control device adapted to produce one or 
more signals including a notify signal in response to the image data corresponding to 
said first document being stored in said memory; while said second document is being 
scanned to the scan line wherein said signal control device is further adapted to 
produce a scanning signal corresponding to a scanning status of said second 
document. 

Claims 23-28 are Allowed are allowed for the reason the prior art searched and 
of record neither anticipates nor suggests a scanning method, comprising: transmitting a 
first document to a scanner; scanning said first document and storing said first 
document to a memory; displaying a notification of availability on a display device to 
notify a user of an availability of said document for display on said display device; and 
utilizing a switch control device to receive a starting signal to display said first document 
on said display device, and further to notify said transmission device to transmit a 
second document into said scanner, substantially concurrently with the displaying of 
the first document- wherein said second document is scanned and stored into said 
memory without being displayed on said display device. 

Conclusion 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to NEGUSSIE WORKU whose telephone number is 
(571)272-7472. The examiner can normally be reached on 9A-6PM. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Edward Coles can be reached on 571-272-7402. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Negussie Worku/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2625 



